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A treaty ofpeace and friendship made and concluded between W/lliam
Clark and .A uq·u~te Olwuteau, commissioner/J on the part and behalf
of the United States of America, <d the one part, and. tl1e undersirrned chiefs and warriors of the Poncarar tribe of Indians, 011 the
[their] part and of their saul tribe of the other part.
THE parties being desirous of r~-es~blis~ing pea.ce a~d friendsh!p
between the United States and their sa1d tribe, an_d of bemg p!aced, m
all things and every respect, upon the s~me footmg upon which_ th_ey
stood before the late war between the Umted States and Great Bntam,
have agreed to the following articles:
ART. 1. Every injury or act of hostility by one or either of the
contracting parties against the other, shall be mutually forgiven and
forgot.
.
.
ART. 2. There shall be perpetual peace and fr1endsh1p between all
the citizens of the United States of America and all the individuals
composing the said Poncarai- tribe; and all the friendly relations that
existed between them before the war shall be, and the same are hereby,
renewed.
A!lT. 3. The undersigned chiefs and warriors, for themselves and
their said tribe, do hereby acknowledge themselves to be under the
protection of the United States of America, and of no other nation,
powe1·, or sovereign, whatever.
In witness whereof, the said William Clark and Auguste Chouteau,
commissioners as aforesaid, have hereunto subscribed their names and
affixed their sea.ls this twenty-fifth day of June, in the year of our
Lord one thousan& eight hundred and seventeen, and of the independence of the pnited States the forty-first.
William Clark,
[L. s.~
.Auguste Chouteau,
[L. s.
.Aque]aba, the Fighter, his xmark, [L. s.
Gradonga, Fork-tailed Hawk, his
x mark,
[L. s.]
Shonda23ha, Smoker, his x mark, [L. s.]
Kihegasninga, Little Chief, his x
mark,
[L. s.]

Necawcompe, the Handsome M8ll,
his x mark,
[ L.
Ahahpah, the Rough Buffalo Horn,
hie x mark,
(L.
Showeno, the Comer, his x mark, [L.
Bardegara, he who stands fire,
his x mark,
[L.

1,.]
s.]
s.)
s.]

Witnesses present:

secretary

Lewie Bissel, acting
t.o the commissioners,
Manual Lisa, United States Indian agent,
Benja.: O'Fallon, Unit.eel States Indian
t
.
R.~raham, Indian agent for Illinois,

Dr. Wm. J. Clarke,
B. Vasques,
Saml. Solomon, interpreter,
Stephen Julien, United St.ates Indian interpreter,
Joseph Lafleche, interpreter.
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Preamble.

Articles of a treaty corwvuded, at the CheroltM Ag~, within the
Oherokee natwn, be&ween major general Andtrew Jacksoo, Josep_h
.M.'.Minn, gO'IJernor of .the state of Tennessee, and general IJavid
.Meriwether, commissioners pl,enipo_tentiary of the United States of
America, of the OM part, and tne chufs, head men, and warriors of
the OheroltM nation? -east of the .Mississippi river, and the chi;ft,
head men, and warriors, Qf the Cherokees on the Arkamas 1iver and
their aeJJ?fties, John IJ. Chisholm and ,lames Ro1ers, d'l.WJI aut~zed
'fty the /hieft of the Oherokees on the_ Arkansas river, in
council,
1iu W'1'1,tten, pqwer o.f attorney, dul;y signed and ea:ectded, in presence of
Joseph &mer and Willwm Ware.
WHEREAS in the autumn of the year one thousand eight hundred and
eight, a deputation from the Upper and Lower Cherokee towns duly
authorized by their nation, went on to the city of W a.shington, the first

141

TREATY WITH THE CHEROKEE, 1817.

nan:1ed to declar~ to the President of the United States their anxious
desire to engage m the pursuits of agriculture and civilized life in the
country they then occupied, and to make known to the President of
the U ni~d States the impracticability of inducing the nation at large
to do this, and to req ue8t the establishment of a division line between
the upper and lower towns, so as to include all the waters of the
Hi~assee_ ri_ver to the. upper town, that, by thus contracting their
socrnty w1thm narrow hm1t.", they proposed to begin the establishment
of fixed laws and a regular government: The deputies from the lower
towns to make known their desire to continue the hunter life and a1so
the scarcity of ~ame where they then lived, and, under thos~ circumstances, their wish to !emove across the Mississippi river, on some
vacant lands of the Umted St.ates. And whereas the President of the·
United States, after maturely considering the petitions of both parties
-on the ninth day of January, A. D. one thousand eight hundred and
nine, including other subjects, answered those petitions as follows:
"The United States, my children, are the ftiends of both parties, and,
as far as can be reasonably asked, they are willing to satisfy the wishes
of both. Those who remain may be assured of our patronage, our aid,
and good neighborhood. Those who wish to remove, are permitted
to send an exploring party to reconnoitre the country on the waters
of the Arkansas and White rivers, and the higher up the better, as
they will be the longer unapproached by our settlements, which will
begin at the mouths of those rivers. The regular districts of the government of St. Louis are already laid off to the St. Francis.
'' When this party shall have found a tract of country suiting the
emigrants, and not claimed by other Indians, we will arrange with
them and you the exchange of that for a just portion of the country
they leave, and to a part of which, proportioned to their numbers,
thev have a right. Every aid towards their removal, and what will be
necessary for them there, will then be freely administered to them;
and when established in their new settlements, we shall still consider
them as our children, give them the benefit of exchangino- their peltries
for what the[ will want at our factories, and always hoid them firmly
by the hand.·'
.
And whereas the Cherokees, relying on the promises of the President
of the United States, as above recited, did explore the country on the
west side of the Mississippi, and made choice of the country on the
Arkansas and White rivers, and settled themselves down upon United
States' lands, to which no other tribe of Indians have any just claim1
and have dulv notified the President of the United States thereof, an<t
of their anxious desire for the full and complete ratification of his
promise and to that end, as notified by the President of the United
States, have ;ent on their agents, with full_ powers to exe~ute a treaty,
relinquishing to the United States all the right, title, and mte_rest, to _an
lands of right to them belonging, as part of the Cherokee _nation, whi<:11
they have left, and which they are about to ]eave, proportioned to their
numbers includino- with those now on the Arkansas, those who are
about to 'remove thither, and to a portion of which they have an equal
right agreeably to their numbers. . .
.
.
Now, know ye that the co'!1tractmg ~rties, to carry mto full ~ffect
the before recited promises with good faith, and to promo~-a contmuation of friendship with their broth~rs C?D the Arkan~ ~1ver, and for
that purpose to make ae equal distr1but1on of the annuities secured to
be paid by the United States _to the '!'"hole ~herokee nation, have agreed
and concluded on the followmg articles, VI~:
ceesion •f lands to
ART 1 The chiefs head men and warriors, of the whole Cherokee United states in exnation. c;de to the U~ited State; all.th~ lands lying_north and east of
tor 0th er
the following boundaries, viz: Begmnmg at the high shfals of the
Appalachy river, and running thence. along the bou~dary hne het~een
the Creek and Cherokee nations, westwardly to the Chatahouchy nver;

~ar
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thence, uptheChatahouchyriver, tothemouth_of Souqi:e~reek; thence,
continuing with the general cours~ of _the rl\'er until it. reaches the
Indian boundary line and tibould 1t strike the Turrurnr river, thence,
with its meanders, do;vn s~id river to its mouth, in _pa_rt ~>f ~he prop?rtion of land in the Cherokee nation east of the l\hsti1:,;1"\1pp1, to 1:vhwh
those now on the Arkansa.-, and those about to remoye there are J nstly
entitled.
.
,
Further 0ellllion of
ART. 2. The chiefs, head men, and warr10rs, of the whole Clwrokee
lands.
nation do also cede to the Cnited States all the lands lying north and
west ~f the following boundary lines, viz: Begin11ir~I-£ at the Ii:dian
boundry line that runs from the nort~ bank of th~ lennesBee river:
opposite to the mouth of Hywassee nver, at a pomt on t~c top of
Walden's ridge, wher~ it_divides the waters of th~ Te_nnessee n ver from
those of the Sequatchie 1wer; thence, along the :,;aid ridge, southwardly,
to the bank of the Tennessee rirnr, at a point near to a place called the
Neo-ro Sugar Camp, opposite to the upper end of the first island abo,·e
Ru~ming Water Town; thence, westward]y, a straight Jine to the
mouth of Little Sequatchie river; thence, up said ri,·ei·, to i~ main
fork; thence, up its northernmost fork, to its source; and thence, due
west, to the Indian boundary line.
A census of the
ART. 3. It is also stipulated by the contracting parties, that a census
Nation to shall be taken of the whole Cherokee nation, during the month of .T uue,
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, in
the following manner, viz: That the census of those on the east :-ide
of the Mississippi river, ,vho declare their intention of rPmaining, shall
be taken by a commissioner appointed by the President of the U uited
States, and a commissioner appointed by the Cherokees on the Arkansas
river; and the census of the Cherokees on the Arkansas rh-er, and
those removing there, and who, at that time, deelare tlwir intention of
removing there, shall be taken by a commissioner appointed by the
President of the L nit.Pd States, and one appointed by the Cherokees
east of the Mississippi ri,·er.
A!mui~ how to be ART. 4. The contracting parties do also stipulate that the annuity
~~ees. tween the due from the D nited States to the whole Cherokee nation for the year
one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, is to be <lidded between the
two parts of the nation in proportion to their numhers, agreeably to
the stipulations contained in the third article of this treaty; and to he
continued to be divided thereafter in proportion to their numbers:
and the lands to be apportioned and surrendt:'red to the United State:agreeably to the aforesa.id enumeration, as the proportionate part,
agreeably to their numbers, to which those who have removed, and
who declare their intention to remove, have a just rio-ht, including
these with the lands ceded in the first and second a~ticles of this
treatv.
_TheUnitedstat.esto
ART. 5. The "Cnited States bind themselves, in exchange for the
give R8 much land, I d
d d . h fi
d
d
. l b ereof,
. to gl\·e
. to that tiart
ere .• as they receive an s ce e mt e rst an seeon art.le es
th
from e Cherokees. of the Cherokee nation on the Arkansas as much land on said nver
and ·white river as thev have or mav hereafter receive from the Cherokee nation east of the ~Ii:-sissippC acre for acre, as the just proportion due that. par,t of the nation on.the ~rkansas agreeably to their
numbers; which 1s to commence on the north sidfl of the Arkansas
rhTer, at the mouth of Point Remove or BudwelFs Old Place· thence
by a straight line, uorthwardl_v, to strike Chataunga mountai~ or th~
hi!l fi~st above Shield's Ferry on White river; run~ing up and between
said rivers for complement, the banks of which rffers to be the lines;
and to have the above line, from the point of beginning to the point
on White river, run and marked, which shall be done soon after the
ratification of this tre~ty; and 9;ll citizens of ~he United States, except
.,,
treaties In Mrs. P. Lovely, who 1s to remam where she hves during life remm'ed
~rm.er
from within the bounds as above named. And it is further stipulated,
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that the treaties heretofore between tlie Cherokee nation and the l; nited
States are t.o continm~ in full foree with both parts of the nation and
both parts. there~f entitled to all the immunities and privilege ~hich
the old nation enJ<\n'd under the aforesaid treaties· the United States
reserving the right of establishing factories a 'militarv post and
roads, within the boundaries above defined.
'
·
'
ART. ti. The l"nited States do also hind themselves to give to all _Rif!eguns,ammunithe poor warriors who may remove to the western side of the Missis- !!i.'Wo;tcf.;:"'c°i:~~sippi rin>r, one ritle gun and ammunition one blanket and one brass improvements.
kettl,e, or, in lieu of -the brass. kettle, a be9:ver trap, ~hich is to be
considered as a .full c~mpensat10n for th~ improvements which they
may leave: wh1eh articles are to be delivered at such point as th~
President of the l' nited States may direct: and to aid in the removal
of the emigrants, they further agree to furnish flat bottomed boats
and provisions sufficient for that purpose: and to those emigrants Full compensation_
whoi-<e improvements a<ld real value to their lands, the United States ~~!/.:f~~ements of·
agree to pay a full valuation for the same, which is to be ascertained
by a commissioner appointed by the President of the United States
for that purpose, and paid for as soon after the ratification of this
treaty as practicable. The boats and provisions promised to the emigrant'> are to be furnished by the agent on the Tennessee river, at
such time and place as the emigrants may notify him of; and it shall
be hi:; duty to furnish the same.
·
ART. 7. And for all improvements which add real value to the lands Pa.1:en:S forhi~
lying within the boundaries ceded to the United States, by the first f~vere:.i va'fu.e to
and second articles of this treaty, the United States do agree to pay ceded 1s.ud s, etc.
for at the time, and to be yalued in the same manner, as stipulated in
the ~ixth article of this treaty; or, in lieu thereof, to give iil exchange
improvements of equal value which the emigrants may leave, and for
which they are to receive pay. And it is further stipulated, that all
these improvements, left by the emigrants within the bounds of the
Clwrokee nation east of the Mississipri river, which add real value to
the lands, and for which the United States shall give a consideration,
and not,
cxehanged, -,ball he rented to the Indians by the agent,
vear iifter nar, for the benefit of the poor and decrepid of that part
of the naticm east of the Mississippi 1frer. until surrendered by t~e
nation, or to the nation. And it is further agreed, that the said Cherokee nation ~hall not be called upon for any part of the consideration
paid fo1· said improvements at any future period. .
.
. .
.
ART. 8. And to each and every head of any Indian family res1dmg h!j:~~v~f:'n'3 ~ :
on the east side of the )lississippi river. on the lands that are now, or mes.
may hereafter he. ~urrendered to the t' nited States, who may wish to
become citizn1s of the l'nited States, the l'"nited States do agree to
give a reservation of ~ix hundred an<:1 forty acres of land, in a square,
to include their imprornments. which ~re to be a~ near the c~ntre
thereof as practieahle. in whi.ch t~ey will have_ a hfe est.at~, with a
reversion in frc simple to then· cluld_ren. resernn~ to the w1do,": her
dower, the register of whose names 1;,; to be ~led m the o~ce of the
Cherokee agent. which shall be kep~ open until the ~ensus 1s ta~en as
stipulakd in tlw third article of tlns treat):- Pronded, That if any
of the heads of families. for whom reserv~tions may be made, sJi~uld
remove therefrom. then, in that case. the nght to !evert to the l, mted
8tab.'s. And prodded further, That the land wh1c~ may be reserved
under this article, be deducted from the amount which ha~ been ceded
1:nder the first and second articles of this trea~y.
.
.
. .
ART. 9. It is abo prodded by the eontractmg parties, that nothmg alf~:
or
in the foregoing articles shall be,con~tru~d s_o as to prevent any of the
partiPs 80 contracting from the free nangation of all the waters mentbned therein.

so
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u ~ 0 :tatesto f th:
ART. 10. The whole of the Cherokee nation do hereby cede to the
ta1n:i reserva.tio~.cer United States all right, title, and claim, to all reservations made to
Doublehead and others, which were reserved to them by a treaty made
and entered into at the city of Washington, b!laring date the seventh
of January, one thousand eight hundred and six.
.
Boundary lines to
ART. 11. It is further agreed that the boundary Imes of the lands
be run by commissioners.
ceded to the United States by the first and second articles of this treat\·,
and the boundary line of the lands ceded by the United States in the
fifth article of this treaty, is to he run and marked by a commissioner
or commissioners appointed by the President of the United States,
who shall be accompanied by such commissioners as the Cherokees
may appoint; due notice thereof to be given to the nation.
·
P~~~1n:U~i:su~~ ART. 12. The United States do also bind themselves to prevent the
til the treaty is rati- intrusion of any of its citizens within the lands ceded by the first and
fled. etc.
second articles of this treaty, until the same shall be ratified by the
President and Senate of the United States, and duly promulgated.
When totakeetfect.
ART. 13. The contracting parties do also stipulate that this treaty
shall take effect and be obligatory on the contracting parties so soon
as the same shall be ratified by the President of the United States, by
and with the advice and consent of the Senate of the United States.
In witness of all and every thing herein determined, by and between
the before recited contracting parties, we have, in full and open council, at the Cherokee Agency, this eighth day of July, A. D. one thousand eight hundred and seventeen, set our hands and seals.
· And.rew Jackson,
[L.
Joseph McMinn,
[L.
D. Meriwether,
[L.
United States Commis'rs.
Richard Brown, his x mark,
[L.
Cabbin Smith, his x mark,
(L.
Sleeping Rabbit, his x mark,
[L.
George Saunders, his x mark,
[L.
Roman Nose, his x mark,
[L.
Currohe Dick, his x mark,
[L.
John Walker, his x mark,
[L.
George Lowry,
[L.
Richard Taylor,
(L.
Walter Adair,
[L.
James Brown,
[L.
Kelachule, his x mark,
[L.
Sour Mush, his x mark,
[L.
Chulioa, his x mark,
[L.
Chickasaut.chee, his x mark,
[L.
The Bark of Chot.a, his x mark, [L.
The Bark of Hightower, his x
mark,
[L.
Big Half Breed, his x mark,
[L.
Going Snake, his x mark,
(L.
Levestisky, his x mark,
[L.
Ch·. Hicks,
[L.

s.]
s.]
s.]
s.]
s.]
s.]
s.]
s.]
s.]
s.]
s.]
s.]
s.]
s.]
s.J
s.]
s.]
s.]
s.]
s.]
s.]
s.]
s.]
s.J

Young Davis, his x mark,
Souanooka, his x mark,
The Locust, his x mark,
Beaver Carrier, his x mark,
Dreadful Water, his x mark,
Chyula, his x mark,
Ja. Martin,
John McIntosh, his x mark,
Katchee of Cowee, his x mark,
White Man Killer, his x mark,
Arkansas chiefs:
Toochalar, his x mark,
The Glass, his x mark,
Wassosee, his x mark,
John Jolly, h~s x mark,
The Gourd, his x mark,
Spring Frog, his x mark,
John D. Chisholm,
James Rogers,
Wawhatchy, his x mark,
A.tt.alona, his x mark,
Kulsuttchee, his x mark,
Tuskekeetchee, his x mark,
Chillawgatchee, his x mark,
John Smith, his x mark,
Toosawallat.a, his x mark,

!

L. S.]
L. S.]

s.]
L. S.]
L. S.]
(L. S.]
[L. s.]
(L. S.]
(L.B.)
[L. s.]
L.

rL. S.]

[L. S.]
[L. S.]

[L.S.]
[L. s.]

[L. S.]
[L. S.]
[L. s.]
[L. S.]
[L. S.]
(L. !<.]

[L. s.]

[L. i<.]
[L. S.]
[L. S.]

In presence ofJ. M. Glassel, secretary to the commission,
Thomll8 Wilson, clerk to the commie-sioners,
Walter Adair,
.
John Speirs, interpreter, hi1, x mark,
A. McCoy, interpreter,

James C. Bronaugh, hospital surgeon, r.
S. Army,
Isham Randolph, captain First Redoubtables,
·
Wm. Meriwether,
Return J. Meigs, agent Cherokee Nation.

